
Memo 
To: Council 

From: Councilor Laurie Sandeson, Chair, Planning Advisory Committee  

  

Date: January 25, 2023 

Re: Wind Turbine Development Bylaw – Recommended Amendment made by the 
Planning Advisory Committee 

The Planning Advisory Committee met on January 16, 2023 to discuss a Supplementary Staff 
Report and proposed amendments to the Wind Turbine Development By-law.  The changes 
recommended in the Report include: 

1 A 1.5 km setback for wind turbines up to 200 meters high from existing residential 

uses and an additional 7.5 meters of setback for every 1 meter of height over 200 

meters. 

2 Provisions for a decommissioning bond amounting to 125% of the estimated present-

day value of the project less any scrap value as determined by a qualified individual. 

3 No limitations on the height of turbines. 

4 No changes to the 36 dB(A) noise threshold. 

The proposed amendments above were incorporated into a mark-up version of the Draft By-law 
attached to the Staff Report dated January 11, 2023. 

The PAC debated the merits of the proposed amendments and agreed to the changes 
enumerated in 2, 3, and 4 above.  The Committee passed motion to modify part of the first 
recommendation found at Section 5.1 of the Draft By-law: 
 

5.1. The minimum Setback for the location of a Large Scale Wind Turbine from an existing 

Dwelling on a neighbouring property is: 

5.1.1 1000 metres for wind turbines not exceeding a height of 100 metres and subject 

to clause 5.3 5.4 of this By-law. 

5.1.2 2000 meters for wind turbines greater than a height of 100 meters and subject to 

clause 5.3 5.4 of this By-law. 
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For greater certainty, the Committee agreed to retain the recommended change of providing for an 

“…additional 7.5 meters of setback for every 1 meter of height over 200 meters”.  This can be 

referenced in Section 5.3 of the Draft By-Law which reads: 

 

5.3 An increased setback for the location of a Large Scale Wind Turbine exceeding a height of 

200 metres shall be 7.5 metres for every 1 metre of additional height, subject to clause 5.4 

of this By-law. 

All other proposed changes to the By-Law, including a new definition, clarifications and modified 
references have been accepted by the Committee. 


